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Welcome to the Bangladesh Climate 
Action Forum 2023, a transformative 
gathering of visionary leaders, 
experts, and change-makers 
dedicated to addressing the urgent 
challenges of climate change. 

This landmark event aims to foster dialogue, 
collaboration, and tangible action towards building a 
sustainable future for Bangladesh. As the nation 
grapples with the impacts of climate change, this 
forum provides a platform to explore innovative 
solutions, share knowledge, and forge partnerships 
across diverse sectors. Together, we will navigate the 
complexities of climate action, driving transformative 
change and laying the foundation for a resilient and 
low-carbon economy.
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Bangladesh's industries are 
facing the realities of climate 
action on a regular basis, with 
heat waves, cyclones, and 
floods disrupting businesses 
and impacting communities.

Decarbonization has emerged as a pressing business 
imperative to maintain partnerships with key stakeholders. 
The introduction of stringent legislation in the EU and USA 
further underscores the urgency for rapid decarbonization 
efforts. As a vital sector of Bangladesh's economy, our 
industries are taking a proactive stance in leading the 
nation's green transition and embracing sustainable 
practices. By prioritizing sustainability, we are committed to 
building a resilient and environmentally conscious future for 
our nation, aligning with global climate goals and driving 
positive change across diverse sectors.

Moving Towards 
A Net-Zero-Carbon 
Future
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This theme is focused on the power of technology and innovation to 
enable sustainable solutions, as well as the importance of collaborative 
�nancing to scale up climate action e�orts, promote green jobs, and 
ensure a just transition for all. With the goal of inspiring and 
empowering climate shapers to drive change in their respective �elds, 
the forum will bring together a diverse group of stakeholders from 
multiple industries including government, business, civil society, and 
academia. Through sharing best practices and innovative ideas, 
participants will collaborate on concrete solutions to address the 
climate crisis and ensure climate justice in all aspects.

Driving Climate Action 
through Technology, Innovation, 
and Collaborative Financing for a 
Just Transition.
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Forum
Objectives

Igniting Action for 
Climate Solutions1

3 Cultivating Collaboration 
and Partnerships

5 Taking Concrete Steps 
towards Climate Pledges

Driving Investments for A 
Sustainable Future2

4 Influencing Policy and 
Governance for Climate Action

6 Empowering Climate Justice for 
A Sustainable Future
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Forum: Uniting Leaders 
Driving Climate Action
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Government 
Officials and 
Policymakers 

Financial 
Institutions 
and Investors

Business 
Leaders and
Executives

Development 
Agencies and 
NGOs

Academics, 
Researchers,
and Scientists

Environmental 
Organizations 
and Activists
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Summit 
Highlights

Welcome and Keynote Address

Grand Opening Ceremony

Presentations and Case Studies

One Pledge

Networking Opportunities

5 Panel Sessions



Key Issues Driving the 
Climate Action Agenda
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Climate Impacts

Climate Adaptation

Climate Crisis

Climate Justice

Decarbonisation

Finance & Investment

Policy Landscape

Just Transition
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Programme
Agenda
09:00 
10:00

10:00– –

–

–
–

–

–

–

–

–

–
–

–

–

–
–

–

10:45
Arrival and Check-in
Opening & Welcome Address

10:45 11:00 Keynote Address - Climate Crisis and 
the Challenge for Humanity

11:00 11:10

11:10 11:30

Presentation 01: Bangladesh 
Climate Response

11:30 11:40 Keynote on Decarbonisation
11:40 12:25 Panel 1: Decarbonisation - 

Opportunities and Challenges for 
Bangladesh RMG Industry

12:25 13:10 Panel 2: Policy Landscape and 
Improvements to Facilitate Change

13:10 13:20 Presentation 02: Decarbonisation Best Practice from
Bangladesh RMG Industry

14:20 15:05 Panel 3: Collective Action
15:05 15:15 Case Studies 02 -  By LafargeHolcim

13:20 13:30 Case Studies 02 - By DB Schenker

16:15 16:25 Case Studies 03 - By Team Group

15:15 
16:00

16:00
16:15

Panel 4: Finance and Just Transition
Presentation 03: Decarbonisation 
Global Best Practice

16:40 17:25 Panel 05: Climate Justice, Resilience, Equity and Just 
Transition

17:25 17:30 Wrap Up

Coffee & Networking Break 

Lunch Break13:30 14:20

Coffee & Networking Break 16:25 16:40

–

–
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Panel Sessions

Se
ss

io
ns

Decarbonization – opportunities & challenges 
for Bangladesh RMG Industry

Panel 01

Policy landscape and improvements
to facilitate change

Panel 02

Collective Action
Panel 03
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Panel Sessions
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Finance and Just transition
Panel 04

Climate Justice, Resilience, Equity and Just 
Transition

Panel 05



Opening &
Welcoming Speech
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Michal Krejza
Head of Development Cooperation,
Delegation of the European Union
to Bangladesh

Mostafiz Uddin
CEO & Founder,
Bangladesh Apparel Exchange

Pallak Seth
Founder & Executive Vice
Chairman, PDS Limited

md. Shahriar Alam, MP
State Minister for Foreign Affairs,
Government of the People’s
Republic of Bangladesh

ChiEf Guest

10:00 AM – 10:45 AM

4th October, 2023

Thijs Woudstra
Deputy Ambassador of the
Netherlands to Bangladesh 



Decarbonization – opportunities & 
challenges for Bangladesh RMG Industry

Panel 01
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Akila Fernando
Assistant Vice President
- Engineering, Epic Group

Amer Salim
Director, Aurum Sweater Ltd.
& Knit Asia Ltd. 

Inamul Haq Khan
Director, BGMEA & Managing
Director, Ananta Companies 

Shafiur Rahman
South Asian Operations Head,
G-Star RAW

Peter Ford
Program Lead, Climate,
H&M Group

Pauline Op de Beeck 
Environmental Portfolio Lead,
Apparel Impact Institute

11:40 AM – 12:25 PM

4th October, 2023
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Asif Ibrahim
Director, BGMEA & Vice Chairman,
Newage Group of Industries

Gihan Palihena
Director, Asia Product Supply
South Asia, Kontoor Brands Inc.

Ambreen Tabassum
Operational Process Manager,
Decathlon Bangladesh

M. Shahidullah Azim
Vice President, BGMEA &
Managing Director, Classic Group

Azizur Rahim Chowdhury
Managing Director, J.M. Fabrics Ltd.
& Director, New Asia Ltd.

Moderator

Nafis Ud Doula
Director, Impress-Newtex
Composite Textiles Ltd.

Buddhi Paranamana
Group Sustainability & Innovation
Director, PDS Limited

Naureen Chowdhury
Head of Labour Rights
Programme, Laudes Foundation

Policy landscape and improvements
to facilitate change

Panel 02

12:25 PM – 01:10 PM

4th October, 2023



Collective Action
Panel 03
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Md. Tanvir Hossain
Executive Director (Investment
Promotion), BEPZA

DR. Mohammad Assaduzzaman
Senior Policy Advisor-Climate,
Embassy of the Kingdom of the
Netherlands in Bangladesh

Mohsina Yasmin
Executive Member,
Bangladesh Investment
Development Authority

Moyeen Chowdhury 
Country Manager,
Puma Bangladesh

Siva Pariti
Senior Technical Marketing
Officer, BlueWin

Sadia Raisa Khan
Advisor and Country Representative,
Project Development Programme
(PDP), GIZ Bangladesh

Moderator

Vidhura Ralapanawe
Executive Vice President,
Epic Group

02:20 PM – 03:05 PM

4th October, 2023
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Alamgir Morshed
Executive Director &
CEO, IDCOL

Delwar Hossain
Joint Director, Sustainable Finance
Department, Bangladesh Bank

Dishan Karunaratne
Chief Representative, Bangladesh
& Pakistan, Bestseller

Siva Pariti 
Senior Technical Marketing
Officer, BlueWin

Bob Assenberg
Fund Director,
Good Fashion Fund

Moderator

Sohel Sadat
Chairman & Managing Director,
Shin Shin Group 

Enamul Huque
Managing Director, Corporate,
Commercial and Institutional
Banking, Standard Chartered Bank,
Bangladesh

Ziaur Rahman
Regional Country Manager,
Production (Bangladesh, Pakistan
& Ethiopia), H&M

Finance and Just transition
Panel 04

03:15 PM – 04:00 PM

4th October, 2023



Panel 05
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Mohammad Emran Hasan
Head of Climate Justice & Natural
Resources Rights, Oxfam in Bangldesh

A. J. M. Zobaidur Rahman
Head - Media, Communications &
Stakeholder Engagement, RMG
Sustainability Council

Edwin Koekkoek
First Counsellor, Team Leader – Green
Inclusive Development and Social
Protection, Delegation of the European
Union to Bangladesh

Dr. Saleemul Huq
Director, ICCCAD
& Professor, IUB

Moderator

Seema Joshi
Fashion & IT Campaigns Director,
Stand.Earth

Fazle Shamim Ehsan
Vice President, BKMEA

Mahmuda Sultana
Acting Country Director,
Oxfam in Bangladesh

04:40 PM – 05:25 PM

4th October, 2023Climate Justice, Resilience, Equity
and Just Transition



Climate Crisis and the
Challenge for Humanity
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Keynote 01

10:45 AM – 11:00 AM
4th October, 2023

Dr. Vidhura Ralapanawe
Executive Vice President,
Epic Group

Decarbonization
Keynote 02

04:40 PM – 05:25 PM

4th October, 2023

Pauline Op de Beeck 
Environmental Portfolio Lead,
Apparel Impact Institute



Decarbonization
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Bangladesh Climate
Response

Presentation 01 10:45 AM – 11:00 AM
4th October, 2023

Dr. Saleemul Huq
Director, ICCCAD
& Professor, IUB

Decarbonization Best 
Practice from Bangladesh 
RMG Industry

Presentation 02 01:10 PM – 01:20 PM
4th October, 2023

Laxmikant Jawale
Regional Lead, South Asia & Southeast
Asia, Apparel Impact Institute 

Decarbonization 
Global Best Practice

Presentation 03 04:00 PM – 04:15 PM

4th October, 2023

E Nand Gopal
Director, Climate & Energy Practice,
Grant Thornton Bharat LLP
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DB Schenker's Global 
Sustainability Endeavors 
and Impact

Case Study 01 03:05 PM – 03:15 PM

4th October, 2023

Mohammad Sams E Tabriz
Managing Director,
DB Schenker Bangladesh

LafargeHolcim’s 
Commitment to Climate 
Action

Case Study 02 01:10 PM – 01:20 PM
4th October, 2023

Mr. Kaushik Mukherjee
Head of Geocycle Bangladesh,
LafargeHolcim

Team Group's Road to 
Decarbonization and Climate 
Resilience 

Case Study 03 04:15 PM – 04:25 PM
4th October, 2023

Abdullah Hil nakib
Deputy Managing Director,
Team Group
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Mostafiz Uddin | Founder & CEO | Bangladesh Apparel Exchange  

muddin@mostafiz.org, +880 1730-035100

Contact:

www.climateactionforumbd.com

MARK 
YOUR CALENDAR


